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The Gondi language, which has the largest number of 
speakers (about one and a half million people) among 
all the tribal languages of the Dravidian family is spoken 
mainly in Madhya Pradesh, Maharashtra, Andhra Pradesh and 
Orissa. Since it is spread over a very wide area it naturally 
has a large number of dialects, some of which show a great 
deal of divergence among themselves. Two such dialects are 
described in the present work. The dialect spoken around 
Utnoor in the Adilabad district of Andhra Pradesh (called 
Ko\ya\fi by the native speakers) is described in the first six 
chapters of this work. The seventh chapter contains the 
grammar and vocabulary of the Koya dialect as it is spoken 
near Bhadrachalam in the Khammam district (AndhraPradesh). 
The relationship of Gondi with the other languages of the 
Dravidian family is investigated in the appendix entitled 
"Comparative Position of Gondi." The vocabulary of the 
Adilabad dialect follows the appendix- The vocabulary items 
(of both the Koya and the Adilabad dialects) are provided 
with indications of their origin (Dravidian or Indo-Aryan, as 
the case may be) as far as it is possible. For a considerable 
number of words etymologies are suggested here for the 
first time. 

Almost all of the earlier grammars on the several dialects 
of Gondi are neither exhaustive nor accurate in all matters of 
detail. The inadequacies of those works have been noted 
and the need for fresh fieldwork and description of all the 
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dialects of Gondi utilizing the methods of modern linguistics 
has been felt by scholars working in Dravidian. Therefore 
it is expected that the present work, which contains exhaus- 
tive description of two dialects of Gondi will be a welcome 
addition to the existing grammars of that language. The 
only work published so far on the Adilabad dialect is 
A Grammar of the Gondi Language by P. Setumadhava Rao 
and it is not as exhaustive as the present one. The Koya 
dialect is described here for the first time. These two dialects 
differ from each other in their grammatical structure to a 
considerable extent and the degree of their mutual intelligibi- 
lity is very less. A comparative study of them with each 
other and also with the sister languages (as that made in the 
appendix) gives important insights into the structure of Gondi 
at a stage prior to its disintegration into the present-day 
dialects. Such a study also brings out the importance of the 
evidence provided by non-literary languages in the study of 
the Dravidian comparative grammar. It is hoped that this 
work will be followed by grammars of the other underscribed 
or imperfectly described languages of the Dravidian family. 
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